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Cows and Kilowatts 


Electricity Has Opened the Door of Prosperity and Contentment to 


Hundreds of Farmers 


OR ages the area now the James 
F Ranch was flooded each year by the 
flood waters of the Kings River. As 
the waters receded and evaporated these 
lands were covered with rich grasses and 
tender shoots from water plants that made 
excellent pasturage. About 75 years ago 
Jefferson James, a Kings River cattleman, 
secured 100,000 acres of this choice river 
bottom land where he fattened vast herds 
of beef cattle each year. The thousands 
of years of heavy growth of tules and water 
grasses left a deposit of humus mixed with 
the fine silt washed down from the moun- 
tains and rich in mineral salts valuable to 
plant life, producing a soil comparable 
only to the valley of the Nile. This soil is 
classed as Merced loam and clay loam. 
A select tract of 72,000 acres of this 
fine land was secured by the San Joaquin 


San Joaquin District of 
San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation cov- 
ers 951,000 acres and is 
composed of four widely 
separated sections,—Men- 
dota, James Ranch, Ker- 
man and Burrell. 
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on the James Ranch. 


Farm Land Company, with Dr. Herman 
Janss at its head. 

Although once a swamp,—a bog bot- 
tom,—the land on the James Ranch is now 
"as dry as a bone" unless irrigated. The 
Kings River has had its channels widened 
and deepened so as to carry off any excess 
of water to the San Joaquin, and on to 
the Pacific Ocean. Strong dikes on each 
side of the channel give the lands absolute 
protection. There is abundant pump water 
whenever you want it, and not a drop 
otherwise except the rains of our "Winter." 

Wells were bored and canals built for 
irrigation on the James Ranch. Electricity 
generated by a natural gas power plant 
originally-was used to pump the water. In 
1921 the electric distribution lines of the 
ranch were connected with the transmis- 
sion lines of the San Joaquin Light & 
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Power Corporation and the local 
power plant was discontinued. A 
substation of 6,000 horsepower was 


built and the service extended to all E e pit 
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Two progressive towns are on the 
James Ranch, San Joaquin and 
Tranquillity. Each has a bank and a 
dozen or more well-stocked stores and 
other business places. One newspaper, the 
West Side Advance, covers the local news 
field. The cost of househcld supplies here 
is no greater than in any other district. 


Almost 500 families with a population 
of 3,200 have located on the James Ranch 
and are proving the productivity of the soil. 
The pioneering has been done, the soil and 
water conditions are proven and the com- 
munities are growing. 


EXCELLENT SCHOOLS 


The community has two excellent gram- 
mar schools and a high school offering 
advantages equal to any found in large 
cities. "There is a Woman's Club in San 
Joaquin, a Baptist and a Community 
Methodist Church and a movement is on 
foot to start a Catholic Church. 


The Boys Scouts have a strong organi- 
zation and there is a boys’ and girls’ riding 
club which affords youngsters much pleas- 
ure. The boys and girls have a fine agri- 
cultural club which brought home 25 state 
and district fair prizes. Living conditions 
are made ideal with electrical appliances 
for the kitchen and other home comforts. 
Many homes are made very beautiful the 
year around by flowers of practically all 
varieties grown in the yard. 


The immediate and sure profit-payers 
on the James Ranch are alfalfa and the 
three food producers,—the cow, the sow, 
and the hen. There are 12,000 acres of 
alfalfa in the community and on many of 
these acres the dairy cow is supreme. Hogs 
serve to turn the rest of the alfalfa into 
money. Yet fruits do exceptionally well. 


TYPICAL SAN JOAQUIN DAIRY HERD. 


An experimental fruit farm, set out when" 
the James Ranch colonization was started, 
has in it practically every variety of fruit 
grown in the State. Many of these fruits 
are proving their adaptability to the soil 
and climatic conditions with the result that 
large fruit acreage will eventually follow 
the field crops. A notable example is 400 
acres of prunes that will come into full 
bearing this vear, the crop being estimated 
at two tons to the acre. There are now 
1,500 acres of deciduous fruits and 
700 acres of table and raisin grapes. 

Cotton is receiving considerable atten- 
tion this year, about 1,400 acres now being 
under cultivation. 


TWO CREAMERIES 


Two creameries on the James Ranch 
provide a convenient outlet for milk and 
cream. The San Joaquin Riverdale 
Co-operative Creamery at San Joaquin is 
a branch of the Riverdale Creamery where 
the cream is shipped to be made into butter. 
Casein from the skim milk is shipped to 
Seattle where it is used for making pyralin, 
glue, sizing and other purposes. This 
creamery was established in 1923 with 
John Clausen as manager and has proven 
a success since the opening. At Tran- 
quillity a $50,000 creamery has been in 
successful operation for several years. The 
cream checks from these creameries bring 
to the communities a steady income the year 
around. 

STORY OF CHRIS HANSEN 


If any one wants a striking example of 
what may be accomplished on the James 
Ranch lands in comparatively few years, 
starting with almost nothing but an ability 
to work and an ambition to succeed, he 
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should read the story of Chris Hansen. 
“| came here with $500," said Mr. Han- 
sen. “I paid $480 on the land and went 
to work for wages to buy a team. I first 
bought thirty acres. I do not now owe a 
cent on my land. This land has paid all 
my bills. I consider my land cheap at 
$300 an acre. My alfalfa averages seven 
tons to the acre with two irrigations. My 
soil is heavy black adobe." Mr. Hansen 
now owns about forty acres, runs a good- 
sized dairy herd, has several hundred head 
of White Leghorn chickens and raises some 
hogs. The Hansen home is a model of 
neatness, surrounded with flowers, fruit 
trees and a kitchen garden. 


A SATISFIED FARMER 
OF SAN JOAQUIN 


A cosy cottage covered with vines and 
roses, a neat kitchen garden, a thriving 
orchard, a yard full of active hens, a cow 
and 56 acres of fine alfalfa 
that yields an independence 
reads like a land agent's 
advertisement or the back- 
ground for a scene in a 
Western drama. 

Yet this picture is not fic- 
tion. It actually exists. It 
is a sketch of the first 
impressions of the home of 
Louis Wamhof, farmer of 
San Joaquin. Mr. Wamhof 
came to the James Ranch 
three years ago from Okla- 
homa, purchasing 60 acres 
two miles from San Joaquin, 
56 acres of which were in 
alfalfa and 4 in orchard and 
the home lot. The place at 
that time was not in the best 
of condition, but Wamhof 
went to work with the result 
that today he has one of the 
show places of the district. 
This he has accomplished 
during three years of agri- 
cultural depression. 

A talk to Wamhof brings 
out the fact that he has 
mixed brains and common 
sense with his labor. The 
young orchard of apricots is 
in perfect condition, the 
chicken runs and housing 


ter mornings. 


Chicken house lighted during win- 
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are carefully designed to get the best 
results. He now has 500 laying hens and 
400 young chickens that will be laying this 
fall. He has increased his winter egg pro- 
duction by a home-made device consisting 
of an alarm clock, a pull-chain switch and 
a weight. This simple mechanism auto- 
matically turns on six 50-watt lamps at 
4:30 in the morning, when the chickens 
leave the roosts and go to work in a bed of 
straw scratching for grain that has been 
scattered the night before. This extra 
exercise stimulates laying during the win- 
ter months while the price of eggs is high- 
est. Alfalfa runs provide green feed. 

Mr. Wamhof raises practically every- 
thing he uses on his table and has produce 
to sell. His house and well-kept garden 
are an ornament to the community. He 
will tell you that San Joaquin is a good 
place to live in and that he is satisfied with 
the results he is getting. 


Right.—Alarm clock, wire, weight 
and pull-chain,—this simple devise 
turns on lights in the chicken house 
at any hour desired. 


Louis Wamhof gathers eggs during the winter months, 
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The Land of Kerman 


Agricultural Diversity and Dairying Receives Particular Attention in 
This Old Established Fruit Section. 


ERMAN, second town in size and 
K importance in the San Joaquin 
district, is a busy trading center for 
more than 3,500 people who make their 
homes on the prosperous farms in the 
surrounding country. Its growth and 
development is closely tied in with the 
activities of the Fresno Farms Company. 
‘Twenty-two years ago the place was 
known as Collis, then a whistling station 
in a desert waste, with a few scat- 
tered farms to the north. In 1905 the 
Fresno Farms Company, with Wm. G. 
Kerckhoff as president and Jacob Mansar 
as vice-president, purchased approximately 
25,600 acres of land near Collis, which 
then became Kerman, the name derived 
from Kerckhoff and Mansar. .The com- 
pany subdivided the tract and started a 
colonization plan, bringing to Kerman 
many settlers, mainly thrifty Swedish and 
German farmers from the Middle West, 
who settled between the town and the San 
Joaquin River, seven miles north. 
What impresses one most on entering 
Kerman is the attractive park in the center 
of town. An electric sign tells the world 


that this is Kerman. ‘The business section 
surrounds the park and extends out on 
Madera Avenue. A bank, live weekly 
newspaper, hotel, several grocery and gen- 
eral merchandise stores, butcher shop, 
garages and machine shops, plumbing and 
tin shops and hardware store are all kept 
busy supplying the wants of Kerman and 
vicinity. A Chamber of Commerce, Amer- 
ican Legion, Woman's Improvement Club 
and Musical Club, as well as local fraternal 
lodges and clubs, promote better living and 
social conditions. A branch library, gram- 
mar school and two churches are located in 
town, while two rural churches, six gram- 
mar schools and a new $225,000 high 
school speak for the progressiveness of the 
Land- of Kerman. 

Dairying and fruit raising are the main 
industries in the Land of Kerman. During 
the past few years the dairy has been receiv- 
ing particular attention, especially in the 
improvement of herds and the electrifica- 
tion of dairies. Kerman has three outlets 
for dairy products, San Joaquin, Riverdale 
and Fresno. Hog raising goes hand in hand 
with dairying, especially on those dairies 


KERMAN PARK. 
An electric sign at the entrance heralds to the world the name of Kerman, 
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Diversity in the Land of Kerman. 
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where the milk is separated. Every 
dairy raises all or a large part of its 
feed, which is mainly alfalfa. This 
crop produces quickly and yields 
from five to seven cuttings per season 
in the Kerman district. Corn for 
ensilage is also raised. 

Kerman and the river 
lies a rich, thickly populated fruit 
belt, second to none in the Valley. 
'The well-kept and prosperous places 
are typical of the thrifty and pro- 
gressive people of this section. The 
greater portion of this belt is in vine- 
vard, Thompson Seedless being par- 
ticularly adapted to the soil. Mus- 
cats, tables and juice grapes are also 
raised. The raisins are marketed 
through the Sun-Maid Raisin Asso- 
ciation, while the table and juice 
grapes are shipped to eastern markets. 


Between 


Peaches and apricots rank next to 
grapes in importance. These are 
either dried or sold green mostly to 
nearby canneries while some are 
shipped. Figs and olives also do well 
here. 

The Kerman territory is in the 
Fresno Irrigation District and is 


main canals. In 
every ranch 


crossed by three 
addition to this nearly 
has its own electric motor or gas 
engine. Winter irrigation in the 
Kerman district has proved popular 
and effective. 
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On the whole Kerman is a progressive, 
contented community with electricity play- 
ing a large part in making it so. Electric 
ranges, heaters, motors and lights and radio 
are common on Kerman ranches, while 
over 25 per cent of the cooking in the town 
is done by electricity. Kerman has its own 
beach on the San Joaquin River seven miles 
north of town, where hundreds of cars may 
be seen on summer evenings and Sunday 
afternoons. 


A. BOVERIO LIKES KERMAN 


A herd of 45 sleek Holsteins assures 
Albert Boverio of a handsome monthly 
cheque. "These cows are fed with alfalfa 
grown on the 60-acre Boverio place, three 
miles south of Kerman, and are milked in 
well built and well kept barns. 'The milk 
is cooled in a scrupulously clean milk 
house before being sealed in ten gallon 
cans that are collected twice a day by a 
milk truck and taken to the creamery. 

Mr. Boverio does not confine himself 
solely to dairying but has 15 acres of the 
best Thompson Seedless grapes to be found 
around Kerman. A few fruit trees are 


planted for household use. 
Boverio came to Kerman 14 years ago 
from Newman where he was also engaged 
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in dairying. He likes Kerman and has 
built a comfortable home here. 

A system of canals furnish irrigation 
water and in addition a 25-horsepower 
electric motor is now being installed. A 
two-horsepower motor and lights are used 
for domestic purposes. “Tell your office 
that everything is ready now to have the 
power connected and when that is done | 
know I will always have water when I 
want it" was his parting injunction to 
De Witt Scott, Kerman agent for San 
Joaquin Power. 


TWENTY YEARS IN KERMAN 


Four and one-half miles north of Ker- 
man is a well kept farm having a com- 
fortable two-story house set in a garden of 
flowers and roses that at once impresses 
one with its homelike charm. ‘This is the 
home of John G. Carlson, who has con- 
ducted his farm on a business basis that 
has brought him independence. 

The Carlson place of 51 acres is devoted 
to fruit, with diversity as the keynote. 
Twenty-five acres of Thompson Seedless 
give promise of an abundant crop this year 
while fifteen acres are planted to peaches 
of various varieties, among them the early 
water peach which is much in demand for 
table use. There are three acres of apricots 
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by electric power. 


Aibert Boverio has a comfortable home on his 60-acre dairy and vineyard 
ranch south of Kerman. 


The windmill seen in the picture has been replaced 


CARLSON 
HOME 
Left.—Mr. and 
Mrs. John G. 
<x l Carlson. 
and four of alfalfa on the place. Chickens, 


a cow and a household garden supply more 
than enough produce for the table. Electric 
power is used for irrigation and domestic 
use. 

The Carlson family came to Kerman 
from Paso Robles twenty years ago and 
have since made their home on this place. 
The family are now grown and two of the 
boys have established homes of their own 
on nearby ranches. Alvin, the youngest 
son, takes care of the home ranch. 

Contrary to the current belief that 
farmers "can never get away" Mr. and 
Mrs. Carlson and daughter spent a recent 
summer in Vernamo, Sweden, from which 
place the older people came 43 years ago. 


BRISCOE USES WINTER IRRIGATION 
Deep tillage, storage of water in the soil 
during the winter months, and proper 
fertilization are elements that will soon put 
a vineyard or orchard on a profitable basis 
is the opinion of E. V. Briscoe, vineyardist 
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in Dakota Colony near Kerman. And 
Mr. Briscoe knows by experience. 
The 40-acre Thompson Seedless vine- 


vard on the Briscoe place was planted in 
1909 by Briscoe's father and had passed 
what vineyardists believed to be the peak 
of production, when it was taken over by 
the younger Briscoe, who put into practice 
certain theories he had evolved by observa- 
tion. He proceeded to break up the plow 
pan, allowing the roots of the vines to 
spread and making room for more water 
in the soil. "Then he started irrigation in 
winter as well as in summer, using a 1,500- 
gallon per minute electric pump as well as 
his allottment from the irrigation canals. 
The water is distributed by cement pipes. 

The results are remarkable. In the 
third year of such treatment the vines 
yielded 20,000 trays more than in the first 
year. Eighty acres of Alicantes yielded an 
additional 200 tons a year of fresh fruit as 
a result of the same treatment during the 
three year period. 


The two-story stucco house, set in an 
attractive yard, is modern in every way 
and is a credit to any community. It is 
electrically equipped throughout with 
lights and appliances. 


Kilowatts Cook for Kerman Lasses 


Domestic Science Department of High School Said to be One of the Most 
Modern in the State. 


r [D HE Kerman Union High School, 
recently completed at a cost of 
$225,000, 1s one of the handsomest 

and best equipped rural schools in the 

Valley. Located three and one-half miles 

north of town, the campus is picturesque 

in its setting of rich vineyard and orchards. 

More than 300 pupils attend Junior and 

Senior High School here, a system of motor 

busses furnishing transportation. 

Two subjects that receive special atten- 
tion are agriculture and domestic science. 
Thirteen of the 20 acres comprising the 
grounds are used for agricultural experi- 
ments. Animal husbandry, methods of 
culture, irrigation, soil testing and market- 
ing problems are subjects that are of 
immediate interest to the students. 
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In the domestic science classes the Ker- 
man lasses learn to cook the electrical way. 
The six electric ranges have been highly 
satisfactory. A five-kilowatt water heater, 
electric sewing machine and a number of 
small appliances are included in the equip- 
ment. State examiners have predicted that 
this will develop into one of the best 
domestic science departments in the State. 

The lighting is especially worthy of men- 
tion, an abundance of daylight being 
provided for each class room, while 150 
electric fixtures, exclusive of stage and 
auditorium lights, take care of the artificial 
lighting. Indirect lighting is used through- 
out. The ceiling and bracket lamps in the 
auditorium are very beautiful. Latest type 
electroliers flank the driveway through the 
campus. 

Manual training and 
shop work, conducted in 
a specially equipped build- 
ing, is another practical 
course that is finding 
favor at Kerman. 

The connected load for 
cooking and lighting is 
41 kilowatts while 12% 
horsepower is used for 
irrigation and water sup- 
ply and in the shops. 
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New $225,000 Kerman 
Union High School. 


Domestic Science classes 
learn to cook electrically, 
while a complete electrically 
equipped manual training 
department is housed in a 
separate building. 
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Tranquillity, the Land of Plenty 


Oldest Settlement on James Ranch One of Beauty Spots of San Joaquin 
Valley. 


WENTY-TWO miles due west 
from Fresno on the Whites Bridge 
highway the paving turns south. 

Follow the concrete paving six miles more 
and you come into a land so different from 
the desert you have just crossed that thc 
temptation to stop is almost irresistible. 
Where your eves had for miles rested on 
gray brush, pale sand or gray soil reflecting 
the heat of the sun, you now see green 
fields, with roadways crisscrossing the 
country on levees or embankments six to 
ten feet about the surrounding fields. Wide 
canals and many laterals thread their way 
through alfalfa fields, cornfields, orchards 
and vineyards. 


A PASTORAL SCENE 


The landscape is dotted with white 
barns, silos, and comfortable homes, sur- 
rounded by green trees and. flowers. On 
every side are herds of fine cattle while 
here and there brown and black hogs are 
seen nosing over alfalfa stubble. 

The scene is one of quiet, peace and calm. 
It is indeed tranquil. The highway makes 
a long bend and for a mile side by side with 
a wide canal. Through a border of 
willows and cottonwoods may be seen a 
high water tower while nestling below is 
the town. This is Tranquillity, the oldest 
settlement in the James Ranch. 

A TRADING CENTER 

The town lies in the center of the dis- 
trict and is the trading center for many 
miles around. It has a bank, several gen- 
eral stores, garages and other businesses, 
including a good hotel. A beautiful high 
school building, erected at a cost of $60,000 
is to the west side of the town and a good 
grammar school is nearby. On the main 
highway is a fine Catholic Church, while 
three other church organizations meet in 
the schools and halls. 

A milk products plant costing $50,000 
handles the milk and cream from the many 
dairy herds, providing a ready market and 
a steady income to the community. 

Street lights are suspended across 31 
street intersections while the city water 
supply is obtained by pumping from wells 
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into a tank 160 feet high. Near the town 
is a pretty park covering five acres in the 
center of which is a bandstand. 

ELETRIC. PUMP AND GRAVITY WATER 

The water for irrigating the Tran- 
quillity section is gravity and electrically 
pumped from wells. Five plants using a 
total of 430 horsepower are now in use 
while irrigation district bond issues 
are pending for an additional eighteen 
30-horsepower plants. 

Electric pumps in the Tranquillity sec- 
tion have stabilized the production of the 
soil, the water is certain regardless of the 
amount of rainfall or water in the rivers. 

Among the prominent dairymen of the 
Tranquillity district are Hensan Brothers, 
who came here from Kingsburg and pur- 
chased a large ranch in the northeastern 
part of the colony. Nearby is the place of 
Peter Jorgensen, another successful dairy- 
man. Thomas Mullins, northwest of the 
town, has a large dairy herd of fine cattle 
and is also growing fruit on a part of his 
farm. The names of F. C. Goodrich and 
Henry Miller also stand out prominently 
in the list of successful ranchers in Tran- 
quillity. 

One of the pioneers of the section is 
Wade Williams, now president of the 
bank at Tranquillity, who formerly con- 
ducted a store at Jameson, a station on the 
ranch used as a shipping point in the early 
days. Mr. Williams has made good in 
this section. 

The list of men who have made good in 
this section is long and growing. They 
have made successes and show the way for 
others. 


It cost a dairyman $155.98 or $12.9114 
per month last year for electricity for his 
home having electric. lights, an electric 
range, water heater and fan, and the fol- 
lowing electrical equipment in his dairy: 
2-horsepower motor for domestic water, 
L5-horsepower for milking machine, 
Li-horsepower for cream separator, 3-kilo- 
watt sterilizer. His highest bill was 


$19.23 and his lowest $9.23. 


Fishing and F arming at Mendota 


Large Acreage in Cotton, Grain and Diversified Crops Depend on 
Electric Pump Irrigation. 


OST Valley folks think of Men- 
dota as a fine place for fishing,— 
which it is during the summer 

months. Whites Bridge, three miles from 
Mendota, is the haven of many fishermen, 
especially during the salmon “run,” and 
Mendota Dam, across the San Joaquin 
River two miles north of Mendota, is 
another choice fishing place. 

But it is not of fishing at Mendota that 
we would tell. It is of farming,—of farm- 
ing such as few of the old settlers in this 
section ever dreamed in the days of the 
Dons, when beef cattle and sheep were fat- 
tened on these rich river bottom lands. 


FARMING ON LARGE SCALE 


Farming in the Mendota section is 
mostly on a large scale, holdings ranging 
in size from 300 to 10,000 acres. This is 
because of the water conditions, irrigation 
coming from deep wells electrically pumped. 
A well in Mendota is a mine of potential 
wealth, not because they are few, which 
they are not, but because they range in 
depth from 900 to 1,300 feet and represent 


an initial cost of from three to ten thousand 
dollars. Such wells will irrigate from 300 
to 1,500 acres each, which means that the 
Mendota farmer must work on a large 
scale. 


THE CREW PLACE 


A representative example of Mendota 
farming operations is the J. E. Crew place, 
eight miles southwest of town. Four years 
ago,— December, 1921, to be exact, — Crew 
moved on to 480 acres of raw desert land. 
Approximately eight inches of rain fell 
between December and the following 
March delaying actual operations until 
May, 1922, when 180 acres were broken 
and brought under cultivation. A 16-inch 
well was bored 1,200 feet and delivers 
1,200 gallons of water per minute. In 
April of this year Crew had under cultiva- 
tion 800 acres of grain, 300 in cotton, 135 
in asparagus, 50 in onions, 30 in potatoes, 
17 in alfalfa, 8 in Persian melons, and 40 
in grapes making a total of 1,390 acres. 
'The additional acreage above his personal 
holding of 480 acres is leased from adjoin- 
ing landowners. 

Mr. Crew believes in diversity and 
winter irrigation. His well is pumping 
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Mendota has a handsome grammar school. 
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Great care is used in sorting and packing 
asparagus on the J. E. Crew place at Mendota. 


the year around, in the winter satu 
rating the soil for grain and winter 
crops, and preparing for seed beds 
the following spring. Careful con- 
servation of this winter moisture by 
deep tillage and scientific cultivation 
enables him to go through the sum- 
mer with less irrigation, while con- 
tinuous operation of his motor gives 
him the lowest possible power rate. 
Everywhere on the Crew place the 
crops show scientific cultural meth- 
ods. His asparagus brings a prem- 
ium on the markets because it is 
grown, graded and packed with pains- 
taking care. He estimates that his 
30 acres of potatoes will yield 125 to 
130 sacks per acre. 


TEN THOUSAND ACRES IN COTTON 
Wylie M. Giffen has 4,200 acres in 


wheat that is in excellent condition and 
2,500 acres in cotton all of which is irri- 
gated by electric pumps. Giffen has one- 
third of the estimated total 10,000 acres 
of cotton this year in the Mendota district. 
He operates his own gin. 

Another Mendota farmer who has made 
good is A. R. McGuire who owns about 
300 acres and is leasing large additional 
acreage, most of which is in cotton. 
McGuire started as foreman on the Wylie 
M. Giffen place after his discharge from 
service in the World War. 

Wm. Helm and Frank M. Helm each 
have extensive holdings in cotton, wheat 
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Little Miss Crew could easily be lost in her father's wheat. 


and other crops. Some choice winter let- 
tuce was shipped early in the year from the 
Helm place. The Helms operate a cotton 
gin on their place. 


ASPARAGUS DOES WELL 


Another grower of asparagus is K. E. 
Encher, who has 160 acres in young beds 
and 40 acres four years old from which he 
estimates he will cut 7,000 boxes this year. 


Mendota soil is classed as Panoche loam, 
Panoche clay loam and Panoche clay. The 
loam is especially adapted to potatoes, 
onions and other root vegetables, while the 
heavier soils produce fine crops of grain, 
cotton, alfalfa and other field crops. Fruits 
also do well here. 


Oil Drilling in San Joaquin District 


Penetration of Oil Sands by Fresno-United Oil Company Near Du Bots 
Starts Stampede of Dritling Operations. 


F Fresno-United Oil Company on a 


site one mile south of Du Bois or McMul- 


miles southeast of Kerman. 
is 514 miles southeast. 

'The well is now down more than 5,300 
feet and, according to reports, satisfactory 
oil indications have been discovered. Water 
conditions and heavy gas pressure have 
brought about drilling problems that are 
being worked out preliminary to bringing 
in the well as a producer, it is said. 

So satisfactory have been the tests that 
the Associated Oil Company has started 
drilling operations three hundred feet 
north of the "discovery" well. It is also 


reported that the Associated Oil Company 
has secured leases on 1,000 
vicinity two miles west of 


Raisin City 


acres in the 
the discovery 
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OR more than a year drilling opera- g; well. 
tions have been carried on by the" 
. field. 


lin, as it is sometimes known, and eight | 


Other companies are active with 
:preparations to thoroughly explore the 


The Associated Oil Company has com- 
pleted negotiations for taking over the old 
hole of the Fresno Petroleum Company 
located on Section 14-15-18, which was 
bored to a depth of 3,570 feet and aban- 
doned as an oil prospect. The well has 
been used as a water well until taken over 
by the Associated. Boilers and drilling 
machinery are being installed preparatory 
to sinking the hole to the oil sands found 
by the Fresno-United well. 

Indications point to an extensive field, 
but studies of the depth and formations 
remain to be made to determine the proper 
drilling methods. ‘The .wide expanse of 
country showing oil characteristics in the 
vicinity of this new well is leading to the 


speculation “Has the Mother Pool been 
discovered ?" 


Oil sands were penetrated bv the Fresno-United Oil Company after drilling in the heart of a desert waste to a 
epth of more than one mile. 
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San Joaquin is Youngest District 


Created in 1921, the Baby District of San Joaquin Power Shows Healthy 
Growth and Bright Future. 


AN Joaquin, youngest district on the 
joaquin Power system, was estab- 
lished in February, 1921, from out- 

lying portions of the Los Banos, Fresno, 
and Selma districts. It comprises 1,476 
square miles, and contains more large single 
tracts undergoing development than any 
other district. There are four widely 
separated centers of activity, namely, 
James Ranch, Mendota, Kerman and Bur- 
rell. E. G. Stahl, a competent electrical 
engineer and former district manager at 
Los Banos, is district manager. Under 
him are twenty-six employees J. B. Tur- 
ner is chief clerk and P. G. Slingsby is line 
foreman. 

POWER COMPANY BUYS ORIGINAL LINES 

The story of agricultural development 
there is very closely tied in with 
the development of power. In 
1918 when the San Joaquin 
Farm Land Company began 
development of the famous 
James Ranch, a power line 
55 miles long was built, con- 
necting all sections of the tract 
with a central power plant, 
operated by means of natural 
gas found on the ranch in an 
effort to discover oil. Agree- 
ment was later made with the 
San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation to bring electricity 
to the ranch. The power com- 
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pany purchased the existing lines, built the 
San Joaquin substation at a cost of $65,500 
and added 20 miles of lines to those already 
built. 

Since that time the chief activity of the 
power company has been to extend lines to 
supply power for agricultural uses. There 
are now on the books 622 lighting and 
272 power consumers requiring a con- 
nected load of 8,123 horsepower. On the 
James Ranch alone are 90 power plants 
using a total of 1,800 horsepower. 


MODERN BUILDINGS ERECTED IN 1922 


In June, 1922, a modern office and 
warehouse building and supply yard was 
built at a cost of $15,750. In addition to 
the San Joaquin sub, there are substations 
at Kerman and Mendota. A 
60,000 volt line was built in 
1922 connecting the Mendota 
and San Joaquin substations. 

It has become necessary to 
establish a branch office in 
Kerman, about one-half of the 
meters in the district being in 
the Kerman territory. De Witt 
Scott is in charge. It is inter- 
esting to note that Kerman was 
about the first town on the 
West Side to receive power, a 
line being built out Whites 
Bridge road 19 years ago to 
serve the alfalfa mill at Kerman. 
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EMPLOYEES OF SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT POSE FOR THE CAMERA. 

They are, left to right,——Robert IT. Smith, T. K. Walker, K. O. Scott, James Bowers, Arthur A. Anderson, 
Keith Sheets, Emmett P. Brown. Young Brown, Jr., Gilbert Holmes, D. Marshall Johnson, F. M. ‘Tuttle, George 
A. Reed, J. B. Turner, chief clerk, Lee F. Gibson, P. G. Slingsby, line foreman, Fred Holland, Elmer C. John- 
son, H. E. Anderson, Velma Price, E. G. Stahl, district manager, Carl J. Zahner, Henry E. Judd, Wm. L. 
Slingsby, Paul A. Yost. Employees not in the picture are Charles H. Abbott, Charles McConnell, Oscar C. 
McProud, substation operators, and Elsie Olson, cashier. 
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Legion Hall at San Joaquin is a meeting place 
for all. 


Ninety of these James Ranch pumping plants supply 
water whenever it is needed. 


Grammar and High Schoo 


Three buildings are used by the creamery and casein 
plant. 


juin invites the world. 


Baptist Church at San Joaquin. 


Center of James Ranch 


a city playground. 


Two tons to the acre are expected this year rom this 


dvantages are provided. 
űl á i 400-acre NEC eretet 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS-—It is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. f 
more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, San Joaquin Power 


Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 
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Editor and Manager 
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10 Cents 


No. 3 


Subscription - - - - 
Single Copies - - - - - - 


Vor. VII March, 1925 
SAN JOAQUIN 


The time is within the memory of most 
of us of the San Joaquin Valley when the 
great West Side of Fresno County was 
looked upon as little better than desert. 
There was of course an occasional oasis. 
The great James Ranch, given over to 
cattle raising, was known to be particularly 
fertile in many spots where irrigation water 
was available. 

Today the James Ranch and all the 
great West Side area is rapidly settling up 
with prosperous farms growing a wide 
variety of products." No finer or more 
fertile farm lands are to be found in all the 
great State of California. And nowhere 
is there to be found any development in 
which electric power has played a more 
important part. 

Our company’s power lines extend in all 
directions, and every transformer pole looks 
down upon fields green with orchard, vine- 
yard, or alfalfa field. Motorized pumps 
put water upon the land. Farm houses 
are electrically lighted and heated; farm- 
ers wives cook on electric ranges. 
Cows are milked by electrically operated 
machines; hens are made to work at night 
under electric lights and lay more eggs. 

We have reason to be proud of San 
Joaquin District and particularly. of the 
part we have plaved in its development. 
It is still a comparatively new district. Its 
possibilities are just beginning to be recog- 
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nized. Thousands of acres, just as suit- 
able to intensive cultivation as any now 
under the plow, are still awaiting the 
farmers. Electric power for all their needs 
is available. 

It needs neither a prophet nor the son 
of a prophet to foretell San Joaquin’s 
future. It is destined to be a great settle- 
ment of contented, prosperous farmers. 
And electricity will be a basic factor in 
making it so. 


PLAY BALL 


Well, folks, the baseball season is on 
again. It is on in the real old national 
sport, and it is on in our own imaginary 
stock sales diamond, with the Prior Pre- 
ferred League teams trained to the minute 
and set for the pennant race. 

We've played this stock selling game for 
two years, and have had a lot of fun out 
of it. There was fun in the game itself, 
and there was certainly fun for Bakers- 
field and for all visitors at the banquet last 
October which wound up the season. 

Several teams are threatening to carry 
off the championship this year. "That's the 
proper spirit. If evervbody is determined 
his team shall win, we'll wind up with 
stock-selling records broken and with every- 
body getting a real kick out of the game. 
Of course, every team isn't going to be able 
to win the flag. Only one can win it, you 
know. But this year promises more for all 
who participate than has been offered in 
previous campaigns. 

Everything's set. 

Everybody's selling. 

Let's go! 

You know, October and the "Big Eat" 
Isn't so very far away. 


FOREST WEEK 

Forest Week recently was in observance. 
Its purpose is to promote protection of the 
forests. Within a few weeks the nature- 
lovers, the anglers and the hunters will 
start their annual trek to the high altitudes. 
Now is the time therefore for the season's 
first sermon on forest protection. 

But every week should be Forest Week 
for all of us. If it is not, then we have 
profited not at all by this week's activities. 
We cannot all hope to be expert woods- 
men, but we can learn the few simple 
things that make our going into the forests 
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safe for ourselves and safe for the forests. 

At least, we can learn one, and that is 
to prevent fires. The still-burning match 
heedlessly tossed away, the smouldering 
cigarette butt thoughtlessly chucked into a 
bed of pine needles, the camp fire care- 
lessly left in coals to be fanned into flames 
by the chance breeze—these tell the story 
of ignorance. 

Gaunt, black ghosts of forests; once- 
lovely spots seared to ugliness; great water 
sheds, where winter snows have piled under 
protection of the trees to slake the thirst of 
the plains with their slow summer melting, 
are reduced to barrenness; uncountable 
millions of dollars have been lost. All 
these are tragic reminders of someone's 
carelessness. 

Let us make Forest Week keep on for 
fifty-two weeks every year. 


A WARNING TO RADIO "FANS" 


A recent newspaper item states that 
experiments have been made in the use of 
electric power wires for broadcasting radio 
programs. It also says that "within a 
short time anyone may hear radio concerts 
by simply connecting a pair of head phones 
to an electric-light socket in the home." 
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It is true that this may become possible, 
and in fact there is in use at present a 
device which, when screwed into an elec- 
tric-light socket and connected with a 
receiving set, enables the user to “listen-in”’ 
with fairly satisfactory results, under some 
conditions. 


We fear, however, that the announce- 
ment to which we refer may lead radio 
users to make experiments which may result 
seriously to them, on account of the lack of 
proper appliances and an inadequate appre- 
ciation of the dangers that are associated 
with the electric current, even at the 
ordinary voltage that is used in house- 
lighting circuits. We strongly advise 
against untimely experimentation in the 
suggested direction, for it is far safer to 
make use only of apparatus that has been 
thoroughly tested out and investigated by 
men who are experts in such matters. An 
electric power circuit, or lighting circuit, 
should be treated with respectful caution. 
It is not a safe plaything for one who is 
inept in such matters. Lack of skill and 
knowledge in the handling of electrical 
conductors has been the cause of many 
fatal shocks, and has also been the prime 
factor in numerous serious fires. 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT FIRST AID TEAM. 


This team tied for first place in resuscitation problem last veur at Riverside meet. 
Fred Holland, J. B. Turner, G. A. Reed, L. F. Gibson, P. G. Slingsby. 


Left to right.—Max Tuttle, 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters' Notes. | 


TAFT 
A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 


The Midway Power Club is planning to give 
a social dance for its members and their friends 
in the very near future. We hope to have the 
pleasure of having employees from other dis- 
tricts present. | 

Eddy Ingersoll made a hurried trip to Fresno 
the other day to get his new Dodge car. There 
is some question as to its being new, though 
Eddy feels that he got the best of the bargain 
by trading in his old Maxwell. The Fresno 
garage must have it in for this district judging 
from the way they treated Eddy. Just eighty 
miles out of Fresno on the way home he ran 
out of gas and spent the rest of the night trying 
to get some help. No one enjoys being stuck 
out on a highway in the wee hours of the morn- 
ing especially when it is pouring rain. 

Fred Durem and U. E. Thompson are two 
new linemen on our payroll. 

Weaver Pittman is to be transferred to this 
district to take charge of the line crew formerly 
run by Frank Howard, who has been trans- 
ferred to Fresno District. Sorry to lose you, 
Frank, but here is wishing you much success. 
Jack Garvin is temporarily in charge of line 
crews. 

Ralph Garvin, a former employee, is back 
again. Glad to see you back, Ralph, and we 
hope your stay will be longer this time. 

R. V. Jones is now in this district testing all 
light meters in the towns of the Midway Dis- 
trict, a job that will take some time. 

J. E. Barnes was recently promoted to appren- 
tice lineman. Keep up the good work, Jim, 
and you will soon be in a full fledged ‘lineman. 

C. Bickerdike has been confined to the hos- 
pital here for about ten days, but has since 
gone to Reno, Nevada, to be, with his son. He 
has entered a hospital there and from reports 
is getting along nicely. We all hope that he 
fully recovers and that he will be back in the 
old San Joaquin gang again. 

Miss Alta Finn is back on the job again 
after having spent a week in the south with her 
sister. While in the south she had her tonsils 
removed, and doesn't look any the worse for 
the operation. 

F. A. Dwyer, Midway sub-station operator, 
has left the employ of this company and is now 
residing in Burlingame, Calif. Geo. Simons 
has been employed to fill this vacancy. 

From all indications 
Midway District will 
have a real ball team 
this year. The boys 
are warming up quite 
a bit lately and will 
soon be in shape to 
take on the other dis- 
tricts. 
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Lew Johnson was with us the other day. 
This is the first time we have had the pleasure 
of seeing him since his illness. The girls are 
always glad to see Lew for he always has a 
little treat for them. 

Talking of treats, even Chief Clerk Brooks 
donated a big bag of chocolates to the office 
force. No reason was given for all this gen- 
erosity. 

Thirty employees have enrolled in the educa- 
tional course given by the management. "This 
is a creditable showing, Midway District hav- 
ing but 37 employees. | 

The Kern County Electrical Society held its 
monthly get-together and banquet at the Fox 
Hotel on Thursday evening, March 19. "This 
was one of the most successful meetings the 
club has ever had, about fifty members from 
the power company and from electrical and 
contracting firms attending. O. A. Kommers 
had charge of the meeting. Al C. Joy of 
Fresno was the principal speaker. 


BAKERSFIELD 


ALBERTA Love LEACH, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 


The Welfare Club met at Weit's Cottage 
Hotel, Monday evening, March 2, at an 
informal dinner in honor of A. Emory Wishon, 
newly elected Vice-President and General 
Manager. Mr. Wishon drove down from 
Fresno accompanied by Al C. Joy, manager of 
the publicity department, E. P. Smith, assistant 
to the general manager, and Frank Easton, 
manager of the stock sales department. D. L. 
Wishon, A. R. Theile, John Ware, V. N. Mic- 
kelberry, Herb St. Mary and W. F. Tyler were 
among those present from this district. Wasco 
was represented by A. P. Mann, C. W. Wiley, 
and Hans Neissen. After the dinner, the club 
listened to several speeches by the assembled 
guests, all of which were very interesting, 
particularly the address of Mr. A. E. Wishon. 
This was one of the most successful evenings 
of the club's existence, and added to the per- 
sonal interest and regard which the company 
employees have always felt existed between 
the managing heads and the employees. 

On March 10, Chloris Bender and Ella 
Binger were hostesses of the "Hyena Club" at 
a dinner given at the Flor De Italia. Effective 
decorations were carried out in St. Patrick's 
greenery. 'Though none of those present were 
Italian by birth, all managed to do justice to 
the Italian dinner served. In spite of the fact 
that we wound up on cake with green frosting 
on it and green candles, in honor of the club's 
second birthday, it was rumored that the aroma 
of garlic filled the office next day. 

Mr. A. G. Wishon, our President, spent 
several days in Bakersfield the early part of 
the month, and while here took time to shake 
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hands and extend a word of greeting to all 
employees. We are always glad to have him 
with us as we like that pleasant smile of his 
that won't come off. 

Night School, Night School, rah, rah, rah! 
If you don't feel young again, it's your own 
fault, for every Thursday you hear these old 
familiar words that take you back at least ten 
years more or less: “Do you know your les- 
son?" It would do your heart good to see how 
kiddish some of us feel when we come to class 
on Thursday nights, with our lesson in our 
hands and our faces clean. 

On the night of March 28, the K. V. A. Club 
burst forth in another dance. This was one 


of the best attended parties we have had 
recently, quite a few representatives from 
Fresno being present. The orchestra was 


unusually enthusiastic and judging from the 
smiling faces and prancing toes, the affair was 
a huge success. 

Among those from this District who attended 
the Minstrel show in Fresno were: Madeline 
App, Marie Reeves, Kathleen Evans, Jeannette 
Marvin, R. J. Tilson, W. F. Tyler, Lee Sumner, 
and De Nize Lohman. 

“Has anybody here seen Kelley?” We don't 
mean Kelley with the green necktie, we mean 
Theresa Kelley! She is again favoring the 
consumers’ department with that winsome smile 
and Irish twinkle in her eye, after a six months’ 
leave of absence. We are all glad you are back, 
Theresa, and hope you are here to stay this 
time. 

Fresno visitors during March were: V. R. 
Frazee, F. V. Boller, F. A. Easton, O. M. Simp- 
son, Jack Frost, G. W. Dumble, F. H. Pearson, 
E. A. Quinn, E. R. Banks, L. J. Moore, Buford 
Babbs and Gaskell Jacobs. 

Things which actually come under the head- 
ing NEW, and which seem to be most obvious 
in this district at the prseent time, are partic- 
ularly worthy of mention, when one takes into 
consideration the long hours of toil and hard 
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“Checks” is the name of a ten-year-old pet alligator 
belonging to T. M. "Dad" Herbert, janitor at the Bakers- 
field Steam Plant. ‘‘Checks’’ measures 30 inches and 
is provided with a yard swimming pool and a hiber- 
nating hole where he remains during the winter. He 
gets his name from the check pattern in the suit he 
wears. “Dad” is seen offering him a snap. but vou 
can't fool an alligator,—he knows it is only a finger 
snap. 
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labor spent in acquiring them. For these rea- 
sons, we take pleasure in listing as follows: 


Robert’s Ford! 

Thelma’s goggles! 
Mitchell’s red necktie! 
Doc Carson’s shine! 
Marsh’s checkered shirt! 
Bessie's yellow shoesies! 


ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT 


Mrs. Ruby Sylvester is back with us again, 
taking the place of Harold Hurt, who was 
called East on account of the sudden illness of 
his father. 

Another good boy gone wrong! Who? Why, 
Tom McGinnis, lineman, who took the fatal 
matrimonial step March 20. Congratulations 
are in order. 

If you want to see a perfect 36, you should 
see “Charlie my Boy!” We are not so sure that 
Charles Westinghouse Lightner actually was 
sick, or whether he has contracted that epidemic 
that has been running riot in the consumers’ 
department, which has been called dieting. 
The girls all want to know if it was the pine- 
apple and lamb, or just orange juice that 
caused Charlie to lose seventeen pounds. 
Charlie denies these accusations and says he 
was just sick! 


OPERATING DEPARTMENT 


Jesse L. Thompson, chief substation inspec- 
tor, recently took a fling into the wilds of 
Mexico, via Tia Juana. There are no visible 
effects of the trip, but we are quite sure that 
he had a good time. 

Frank A. Dwyer, operator at Midway sub- 
station, has resigned and is going to Burlin- 
game. We are sorry to lose Frank, and wish 
him all the success in the world. George D. 
Simms, the new operator, is getting things 
under his thumb fairly well. 


STORES DEPARTMENT 


S. B. Patterson was here during the month 
supervising the taking of inventory in the 
Bakersfield District. "Brandy" Brandin, and 
his valet, "Tex" Dixon, were in charge of the 
work. 

Eva Smith has been kind enough to lend her 
services to this department during the busy 
inventory season. 


B. & K. TOPICS 


New faces in the B. &. K. operating crew are 
A. T. and R. T. Harris, who have accepted 
positions as car operators, filling vacancies on 
the list created by the resignations of R. A. 
Harris and J. A. McAteer. 

The first mentioned Harrises are twins, and 
their wives are sisters. “If there is any other 
department which can boast of brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law, who are more closely related 
than these, we would like to hear from them. 
R. A. Harris is in no way related to the twins. 

C. A. Moren, night foreman for the past five 
years, has been transferred to the mechanical 
department of the steam plant at his own 
request. Byron Peevy has been employed to 
take up the duties vacated by Moren. 


B. & K. employees who are taking the 
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company's educational course are W. V. Shaul. 
cashier, P. Dunn, J. D. Ayers and W. Brock- 
man, car operators. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 


L. H. Aenchbacher, formerly with the Santa 
Fe Railroad Company, has accepted a position 
as time keeper at the Bakersfield Steam Plant, 
taking the place of L. W. Daniels, who has 
been transferred to the yard force. 


M. L. Crum, chief 
PROD operator, is the proud 
father of an eight- 
pound daughter, born 
March 14. 
Harry Shirley, our 
—. laboratory man, has 


‘been back on the old 
—-——ob long enough so that 

he is beginning to look like himself again. He 

certainly must have a good place to eat. 

G. B. Clark says he has paid rent long enough 
and is now building a new home which he 
expects to occupy early in April. 

R. B. Bonney, formerly of Fresno, has been 
transferred to the Steam Plant shop. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


C. C. Sawyer and J. W. Greenwell have just 
finished planting trees and shrubs on the 
grounds. Almost everybody has planted spring 
gardens and flowers, so the whole station is 
abloom. 

The tennis fans have the court in fine shape 
and have had several interesting games in the 
past three weeks. Honors seem to fall to the 
genial Englishman, Norman Brown. 

The St. Patrick's dance held at the club 
house was well attended, as are all social func- 
tions at Midway Steam Plant. 

W. C. Heinback is having considerable 
trouble getting the lawn mower run over his 
lawn as it takes all of his spare time to get his 
new Dodge coupe broken in. Bill says it is 


some car. 

The biggest surprise 
we have had in a long 
time was the recent 

EN PB ach: of Buell 
v Sw \Sprayberry, whom we 
: Y "Athought of as a bashful 
WY slad, merely because he 
WIT said nothing of his 
— —X»lans. 
G. C. Hess and Ed Porta motored to Pismo 


Beach recently and returned with fish and 
clams enough for everybody. Such gifts are 
appreciated and we all hope they will go again 
soon. 

H. W. Harding has just recently returned 
from Fresno, where he spent four days with 
friends and relatives. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Green are leaving for 
Michigan on April 15, where Mr. Green expects 
to engage in farming. 

KERN CANYON 


The Kern Canyon plant is now one of the 
.best plants on the San Joaquin system. After 
a general overhauling and fresh paint, we take 
pride in showing visitors our part in the com- 


SAN JOAQUIN Power MAGAZINE 


pany. During the shutdown, several company 
officials favored us with a visit, among them 
L. J. Moore, R. C. Denny, and E. A. Quinn. 
On April 1, we were pleasantly surprised by a 
visit from Mr. A. G. Wishon. 

Floyd Comper is back on the board and we 
notice he is gaining in weight. It seems to be 
a race between Floyd and his brother Ernest 
as to which one can put on the most weight. 

During the shutdown C. R. Howell was sur- 
prised by a gathering of friends who held a 
picnic on the Kern River. ‘Those enjoying the 
day were Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Heinback, Mrs. 
G. H. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Gil- 
strap, Mr and Mrs. G. Hess, Miss Betty Hein- 
back and Miss Dennis of Fresno. 


MERCED 


AGNES KNAPP, Reporter. 


All who attended voted the Hard Time Party 
given by the Power Club on March 7 a great 
success. Entertainment was provided by club 
talent consisting of a mixed vocal chorus and 
a duet rendered by Tom Harness playing his 
famous saw and Herb Maxfield at the piano. 
Later demure milkmaids tripped the light fan- 
tastic with rough looking characters from the 
backwoods of Fresno and Madera until mid- 
night, when not at all “hard timey” refresh- 
ments were served, after which dancing was 
resumed until one o'clock. 

At the last meeting of the Power Club the 
date was set for the next party and it was also 
decided that the talented members should 
organize a chorus and orchestra to furnish 
entertainment at the social functions. Raleigh 
Casad offered his home for practices as it is out 
in the country and no charges of disturbing the 
peace could be brought against the members. 

Work has progressed rapidly on the new gas 
making unit. All the parts for the unit are here 
and are being assembled. <A crew of boiler- 
makers from the Western Pipe & Steel Com- 
pay is here doing riveting and connecting 
work. 'The meter repair shop is completed as 
well as the gas foreman's office. The new 
lamp black pits are in operation and Scott 
Hughes, gas foreman, states that they are very 
satisfactory. 

The Educational Course has been taken up 
with much enthusiasm in the district and every- 
one is enrolled in the course except those who 
work in the outlying districts such as Mountain 
King and Incline. L. J. Moore was in Merced 
and explained the lesson on elementary elec- 
tricity. Frank Easton gave an interesting talk 
on financing and stock sales. Judging from 
the returned examination papers, the employees' 
efforts as students have been gratifying. 

Mr. A. G. Wishon was in Merced March 2 
and gave a very interesting talk before the 
Merced Booster Club on the development of 
home industry. 

We have two marriages to report this month, 
Herchell Griffin, meter repair man, was mar- 
ried to Miss Amo Daneri on March 19. Howard 
Little, lineman, was married on February 2 to 
Miss Inez Carey. Both of the happy young 
couples have settled in Merced. 


Marcu, 1925 


Lawrence O. Cameron, surveyor and drafts- 
man, has a new Dodge touring car. 

E. R. Banks was in Merced on March 13 and 
accompanied by Raleigh Casad made an inspec- 
tion of the Mariposa-Bagby line in Mariposa 
County. 

Herb Minor of the engineering department 
made an inspection trip to Incline on March 30. 

Frank Suters and Loris Auld paid us a short 
visit during the month. I 

Al Joy and Syd Green were in Merced on 
March 26 boosting the organization of the Val- 
ley Baseball League. 


$4N LUIS OBISPO 


Buford Babbs was in our district last month 
teaching us the art of "First Aid." Everybody 
seemed very much interested and anyone in the 
district can now get injured with an easy con- 
science knowing he will be well taken care of. 
So far none have volunteered a broken leg, cut 
head or anything to give some actual exper- 
ience. Indeed we have gone so far with 
*Safety First" that we will have to go outside 
of our own organization to get a patient. 

W. R. Coats and C. A. Karling were given 
the full course and are to act as instructors. 
The line gang is taking hold in fine shape and 
has mastered most of the course and with a 
little more practice will be ready for an exami- 
nation. Among those who took the course were 
four men from the Union Oil Company, who 
were with us from start to finish and who are 
to organize a team of their own soon. 

Edna Bray left for San Francisco on a week's 
vacation. 


KERCKHOFI POWER HOUSE 


Laura F. GorbswoRTHY, Reporter. 

The new steel tower line between the Copper 
Mine substation and Power House No. 1 has 
recently been put in service. This line replaces 
two old pole lines, one of which at the time it 
was built was the longest high voltage trans- 
mission line in the United States, transmitting 
19,000 volts for a distance of thirty miles. 

Hugo Dohse is at Kern Canyon Power House 
in charge of overhauling and repair work on 
the turbine. 

Mrs. R. E. Carter recently had the pleasure 
of a visit from her-mother, Mrs. Bean of Provo, 
Utah. 

Another visitor at Kerckhoff was Miss Vernal 
Hensley of Los Angeles, who was the guest of 
her aunt, Mrs. W. H. Hensley. The two 
visitors were guests of honor at an afternoon 
party given by Mrs. Walter Goldsworthy. 

Mrs. Robert Orr's father, Mr. Pierce, came 
here from Louisiana to spend the winter with 
his daughter. He was particularly impressed 
with the moderate winter weather in California 
and the beautiful surroundings at Kerckhoff. 
'The beautiful lawn and flowers now in bloom 
add much to the attractiveness of our little 
village. 

Chris Branson, Elwin Carter and W. W. 
(Goldy) Goldsworthy have planted quite 
extensive gardens this spring. About June 1 


Believing that cleanliness is next to godliness, 
Miss Peggy O'Hara (right) and Miss Belle Collins 
(left) organized a clean-up committee with Clyde Hart, 
operator at Power House 1, as the unwilling victim. 
Wiping the water out of his ears and eyes, Clyde wanted 
to know where they get that “weaker sex" stuff. Ed 
Baum of Fresno in the background seems to be referee. 
The water fight took place at Jane Visher's picnic at 
Browns Creek on March 22. 


they will probably hang out a shingle to adver- 
tise their wares. 


CRANE VALLEY DISTRICT 


Geo. J. GLEASON, Reporter. 


On March 17 a St. Patrick’s Day Dance was 
given at the No. 1 Club House by the Crane 
Valley District Power Club, which was very 
well attended. Creamed chicken, hot biscuits, 
cake, coffee, and ice cream were served at mid- 
night, and everyone had a fine time. 

F. G. Petteys came back from Fresno a few 
days ago with a new Star car. We notice that 
the "twinklers" are getting very popular here. 

On March 30 a farewell party was given in 
honor of “Sunny Jim" Kiely, who has quit here 
to go to Oakland to attend school. “Sunny” 
was very popular here and everyone hated to 
see him go. His brother, Edw. Kiely, who has 
been working for some time at Balch Camp. 
takes his place in the Power House. 

Eugene Martin made a trip to Wasco on the 
28th of the month. 


LOS BANOS 


Among the visitors from Fresno during the 
month were M. E. Newlin, S. B. Patterson and 
E. R. Banks. 

W. P. Anderson and C. Foster, inspectors, 
were with us a few days during the month 
making inspections. 

T. Hancock, district manager, A. N. Bentlev, 
service man, and A. Jerome, agent at Gustine, 
attended the Sales Meeting held in Fresno on 
February 6. 

Judging from the picture of our neighbor, 


. served 


24 


Raleigh Casal, in the January issue of the 
magazine, the Bakersfield bunch must have 
been feeding him persimmons just before taking 
the picture. 

Gaskell Jacobs, accompanied by Mrs. Jacobs 
and Mrs. J. M. Buswell and Mrs. M. E. New- 
lin, dropped in for a few moments on their 
way to the city. 

Laura Conwell is now filling the position of 
stenographer, taking the place of Eva Ellis, 
who resigned March 9. Mrs. Ellis has been 
with us for nearly seven years and will be 
greatly missed. | 

T. Hancock, district manager, L. E. Flinn, 
chief clerk, and O. M. Patten, district foreman, 
have been attending the class meetings held at 
the Fresno office. 

The Power Club beld a card party and social 
for its members and friends, Saturday evening, 
March 28. A very nice program was arranged 
by the committee and after refreshments were 
the crowd participated in some old 
fashioned dances. All had a very enjoyable 
time. Prizes were given to the parties having 
the high and low scores in cards, the consola- 
tion prize being won by Ernie Prien, our sheik 
storekeeper. 


CORCORAN | 


ELINOR HEMMINGSEN, Reporter. 

Fred C. Carroll, district manager, is the 
proud father of a brand new son born Friday, 
March 13. Mr. Carroll states that Friday the 
13th has no hoodoos for him. The potential 
district manager answers to the name of Wil- 
liam Allen; in fact, the young man seems very 
much pleased with this world and particularly 
so to live in Corcoran. 

Now Carroll is look- 
ing forward to the time 
when the Corcoran 
District will be cut up 
into three sections and 
he has thoughtfully 
provided the managers 
for these new districts. 
Beside William Allen 
there are John Ruxton 
and F. C., Jr., his two 
sons, who will, no 
John and F. C. Carroll, Jr.,doubt, be trained in the 

with ''Spot," the lamb. tracks of their dad. 
Fred failed to tell us just what will be done 
with the lamb which appears with the boys in 
the picture. Probably it is used in training the 
embryo district managers, who knows? Train- 
ing lambs is a trick worth knowing. 

March was a month of big events in the 
Corcoran district. William R. Dillinger took 
unto himself a wife during the month of March. 
The lady he persuaded to navigate the trouble- 
some sea of matrimony with him was Miss 
Marjorie Middleton of Corcoran. 

Among those who paid us a visit during the 
month of March were F. V. Boller, C. W. 
Hughett, E. R. Banks, R. W. Watson, A. S. 
Walthall and J. M. Wainscoat, all from Fresno. 

Herb Minor made a call upon us and con- 
ducted our class in elementary electrictiy. We 
enjoyed having Mr. Minor with us very much 
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as his talk was both entertaining and instruc- 
tive However, the ladies of our organization 
may not think so as Monday is usually their 
sleepy night. 

Mr. A. G. Wishon, president of the company. 
called upon us and made a talk to the loca! 
Chamber of Commerce, which was enjoyed very 
much by all who attended. The employees of 
the Corcoran District were very fortunate in 
having this opportunity to get acquainted with 
Mr. Wishon and to hear the message that he 
had to give them. 

We also had a visit from Oscar Kommers 
from Taft, whom we are always glad to see. 

Earl 'J. Shadle has been added to our office 
force and is acting as assistant to our store- 
keeper, L. Turnbull. 

F. C. Carroll and H. G. Jobe were Fresno 
visitors during the month. 

The following letter of appreciation was 
passed by the Corcoran Chamber of Commerce 
at its regular meeting February 17, the first 
meeting following the announcement of the 
appointment of Mr. A. G. Wishon as president 
of the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 
The letter addressed personally to Mr. Wishon, 
follows: 

My dear Mr. Wishon:—At a full attendance 
of our regular Tuesday noon meeting, through 
unanimous resolution, it becomes my duty, and 
indeed, Sir, my extreme pleasure, to offer in 
the name of the Corcoran Chamber of Com- 
merce our heartiest and most sincere congrat- 
ulations on the fitting honor recently bestowed 
upón your good self in being elected to the 
Presidency of the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation, in recognition of a life time of 
untiring, unselfish service to the communities 
of the San Joaquin Valley, which service we 
trust will continue for many years to come. 

Most respectfully and sincerely yours, 

CORCORAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
Albert J. Hodgson, Secretary. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


The Fresno Power Club meeting held April 8 
was very well attended, a number of outsiders 
as well as members attending. In addition to 
the regular business, an excellent program was 
arranged, giving those who attended an oppor- 
tunity to hear Miss Joan London speak on the 
life of her father, Jack London. Besides the 
short sketch of his life Miss London gave two 
readings from his books. Miss Regina LaRoux 
sang a number of songs, among them a selection 
composed by Dan Popovich, who accompanied 
her. Refreshments and dancing concluded a 
very enjoyable evening. 

The Women's Luncheon Club of the Fresno 
district and General Office has had two very 
successful meetings since organization in Febru- 
ary. At the first meeting Al C. Joy spoke on 
the “Good Old Days" while Mr. A. G. Wishon 
told of his early experiences in the power game 
at the March meeting. A different chairman 
is in charge of each meeting, these meetings to 
be held in Hotel Fresno early each month. 
Katherine Barnes is secretary. These lun- 
cheons are doing a great deal in the way of 
getting the women better acquainted. 
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The men of the organization are hardened 
luncheoners, holding two meetings each month. 

Frank and Nell Woods spent the Easter 
week-end in Modesto. 

Eleanora Sullivan now occupies the Informa- 
tion Desk on the ninth floor and is the last word 
_on the ins and outs of the powers that be. Miss 

Sullivan is also an authority on the queer antics 
of Fords, having recently purchased a new 
roadster. 

Katheryn Gill recently discovered that she 
had far too many tonsils so she just had a 
couple removed. Then to be fashionable she 
had the flu. Katheryn is now back at work 
none the worse for her two disagreeable weeks. 


Philip Martin Kearns was recently seen pass- 


ing cigars and candy around in a right fatherly 
sort of a way. When all cigars were smoked 
and candy eaten someone inquired the whys 
and wherefores of this generosity and made the 
startling discovery that there was a new baby 
boy at the Kearns home. 

Miss Nina Floeter is the new comptometer 
operator on the eighth floor taking the place of 
Grace Bradley who resigned last month. 


STORES DEPARTMENT 

D. D. Smalley and A. D. Church of Santa 
Maria were recent visitors in this department. 

Mrs. Bettie Runnels, who formerly presided 
at the information desk on the ninth floor, has 
been transferred to the sixth floor desk where 
she dispenses information and automobile keys. 
Myrtle Isaacson, who used to be chief informer 
here, now works in the main stores office. 

Frank Woods was ill with the flu for several 
days. He is fully recovered now. 

. We were very sorry to hear of the death of 
Grover Simpson, brother of O. M. Simpson of 
this department. 


STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 

Some time ago the Ford coupe belonging to 
Ralph Hamlin came in very forcible contact 
with a sister ship, the occupants of which had 
been freely inbibing of the cup that cheers. The 
shock completely upset Ralph's Lizzie. Collect- 
ing what was left and explaining the value of 
the separate parts, Ralph came to an under- 
standing with a local automobile firm and as a 
result is driving a shiny new Chevrolet road- 


ster. The allotted five hundred miles have 
been stepped off by now, much to Ralph's: 
relief. 


Oliver Coppin, who was ill for a week, is 
now back on the job. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 
GaRRETT VAN BUREN, Reporter. 


In our last contribution we wasted a lot of 
good ink in announcing that no one on this 
floor was sick. Our typewriter hadn't even 
cooled off before the epidemic started. 

ZONE OF QUIET 

The first victim was our district manager, 
P. B. Wilson. He stood up and double-dared 
old man Flu to come in and fight. The old 
man came in and P. B. took the count. He 
stayed out for a week but Dr. Mordoff almost 
had to tie him down in bed. He wouldn't stay 
down any longer and he's now back at the 


25 


wheel with more pep and enthusiasm than ever 
before. 

J. E. Strahan got a worse jolt. He was down 
and almost out for about two months. He 
finally made the grade and is now back at 
work. 

Harry Champion was the principal happenee 
in a major accident. While riding with his 
sister in an automobile one evening something 
on the side of the road caused the machine to 
shy. To assist the machine in regaining its 
presence of mind Harry found it necessary to 
turn it upside down. Owing to the limited time 
the occupants did not bother to remove them- 
selves from the vehicle but stuck to it until it 
had completed its gymnastics. 

While his sister was not seriously injured, 
Harry was badly hurt. He was taken to the 
hospital where he spent about thirty days medi- 
tating on the evils of the rising generations of 
Fords. As we re-ink our typewriter ribbon 
Harry is back smiling his voice into the tele- 
phone and writing the answers down. 

Grace Manley was quite ill for several days 
but snapped out of it in plenty of time to take 
an active part in our recent "Revue" which is 
practically the same as a "Review." 

Bernice Wilson, Mabel Richardson, Frances 
Pratt, and Marie Schneider also had short 
spring sessions of the flu. 

Speaking of Spring, which nobody was, did 
you notice the superabundance of completely 
engaged looking girls on the second floor? 
Most prominent among same are Clara Duncan, 
Mollie  Kissling, 
and Faye Adams. 
Miss Duncan is 
quite engaged to 
“Tommy” ‘Thomp- 
son of the Valley 
Electrical Supply 
Co. Miss Kiss- 
ling became Mrs. 
Peter Fuchs on 
April 18. The 
other weddings will probably take place on or 
immediately after the first pay day in June. 

Do you remember last issue Elsie Geiger was 
moving? Well she’s all moved and established 
in her new home at 3157 Nevada. The crew 
threw a party for her at Mrs. Bill Jacobs’, who 
is a first string party thrower. Elsie drew a 
floor lamp as a reward for having the nerve 
to move in the spring fever season. 

Others with new homes are Marie Schneider 
and husband and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Henry. 
The Schneider’s new place is at Eighth and 
White Avenues, and Henrys are at home any 
evening after 5:15 to their friends at 1128 San 
Pablo Avenue. 


Spring fever begets absent mindedness. Ann 
Megenity came to work a few days ago and 
didn't discover that she had her dress on wrong 
side out until she felt in her pocket for lunch 
money. Even her best friends wouldn't tell 
her. 

J. Gathersby Gleason was the recipient of a 
bit of foul play recently. Some one filled his 
bay rum bottle with mucilage. Result: Jimmy 
became quite stuck up. 
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Bill Cunningham has been transferred from 
the consumers’ department to the position of 
chief clerk in the district operating depart- 
ment. Luther Baker moved from the consum- 
ers’ counter to Bill's old job and Eddie De Witt 
was employed in Baker's place on the counter. 

Mrs. Nora Abbott resigned her position in 
the accounting department April 8. She intends 
to devote her full time to bringing up her hus- 
band. Nora's many friends (and she has a lot 
of them) presented 
her with a beauti- 
ful fern box full 
of stuff when she 
left. 

Mrs. Norris 
Samuelson is an- 
other who quit 
working in an 
office to go to 
work at home. 
The gang presented her with a flower bowl on 
a teakwood stand which must certainly have 
been pretty. 


CONSTRUCTION SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
B£vERLEY OSBORNE, Reporter. 


Bill Cunningham is a new and welcome mem- 
ber of the service department. The girls, 
especially, are greatly taken with his gay ties 
and snappy display of hosiery. 

A new name has been added to our list of 
prospective linemen. Milton Harley McCamish 
is some boy, according to his proud dad, Ross 
McCamish. And we'll bet he is too. 


TRANSPORTATION DEPT. 
J. M. WaiNscoarT, Reporter. 


E. R. Banks and J. M. Wainscoat have just 
made several inspection tours to Dinuba and 
other parts of the system. 

George Beatty of the transportation depart- 
ment has stolen a march on his friends by slip- 
ping away and quietly joining the benedicts. 

Elmer Haig, garage mechanic, is ill with 
throat trouble, but is expected back to work 
shortly. 

Much time has been given to First Aid train- 
ing under the leadership of H. M. Jansen. The 
boys are all very much interested in this work. 

Dame Rumor has it that the smiling car dis- 
patcher, Russell Kempton, has placed his order 
in San Francisco for the latest in Ford coupes 
with balloons and everything. Word drifts 
back that the car will be delivered by a fair 
chauffuer, who will then become Mrs. Kemp- 
ton, wife of our musical car dispatcher. 

R. E. Woods, repairer of motor cars and deer 
slayer without equal, in defense of that great 
accumulation of scrap iron and wheels desig- 
nated by him as a superior Schevrolete, has, 
in open meeting, challenged all motor car 
drivers and lovers of the great open spaces to 
a race in high gear to Huntington Lake. Those 
who fail to better his record shall return to 
Fresno on foot. All those of the organization 
who desire to may participate, but in consider- 
ation of Mr. Wood's last year's deer hunt, think 
twice before accepting. 
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Henry F. Tessendore of the machine shop 
recently decided to take a short Sunday ride. 
As he did not return until Tuesday the Investi- 
gation Committee investigated, reporting that 


what was to have been a short ride really 
turned out to be an endurance race, with 
Tessendore and his son as entrants. Poso 


Springs, near Bakersfield, was to have been the 
objective of the Sunday trip, but somehow they 
missed it entirely, ending up in the Mojave 
desert, somewhere near Needles. Here in the 
land of high cactus and deep sands, the coupe 
took the high hills in low and the low hills in 
high. About three o'clock on Tuesday morn- 
ing the Tessendores were delighted to have 
Fresno reappear on the horizon. Forty-odd 
hours is much too long a Sunday, Henry thinks. 
The Ford machine, formerly owned by Bob 
Brock, foreman of the garage, became so old 
and decrepit that one morning it lay down and 
died. Towing, hand-cranking and hot water— 
all in copious quantities—failed to stir it to any 
semblance of life. Bob became so disgusted 
with the thing that he was glad to trade it in 
at a considerable sacrifice, and now he revels 
in the ease and comfort of a new Gardner. 
Some comment has been 
elicitated by certain 
peculiar animal foot 
prints on the hood of 
the machine. One un- 
kind garage employee 
ventured the conjecture 
that they were rabbit 
tracks, but the general 
consensus of opinion 5 
seems to be that they — 
were made by coyotes. 
Bob lives in that belt 


near 


“somewhere 
Madera,” so far north of Fresno that the wild 
creatures of the vicinity avail themselves of 
the heat from the radiator by perching on the 
hood. 


SELMA DISTRICT 


H. H. YouNc, District Manager. 
March was another good month for the 
Selma District from the standpoint of new busi- 
ness signed and construction work completed. 


. Fifty per cent more consumers and horsepower 


were signed in March 1925 than in March 1924, 
while the month showed an increase of 100 per 
cent over February; in fact, March was the best 
month from the standpoint of new business 
signed that has ever been experienced in the 
Selma district. 

Sixty-eight new power consumers were 
definitely signed to receive service during the 
month, representing 662 horsepower in agricul- 
tural load. Among these consumers are Clark 
Hastie of Selma, 20 horsepower; Selma Land 
Company, 20 horsepower; Crowley and Bar- 
nett, 10 horsepower; C. D. Printz, 71/2 horse- 
power; Fred Shook, 712 horsepower; A. S. 
Allen, 10 horsepower; Hetta Colby, 7/7 horse- 
power; J. G. Sinclair, 10 horsepower; all of 
Caruthers territory. L. J. Arrants, Geo. 
F. Wilkins and B. F. Chambers located near 
Fowler signed for 10-horsepower motors each. 
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In addition to this large number of agricul- 
tural consumers, the new Central California Ice 
Company's plant at Selma was served with a 
5-horsepower motor for a compressor in its 
new cooling room. 

In addition to the above, 23 lighting consum- 
ers were served during the month and seven 
new consumers received cooking and heating 
service. Among the latter are listed F. B. 
Wright, who was served with a 7-kilowatt 
range at his ranch north of Selma; S. Brug- 
helli of Riverdale with a 7-kilowatt range and 
J. W. Jones with a 7-kilowatt range. 

Of 68 orders for agricultural power, it is 
interesting to note that 50 were actual replace- 
ments of gas engines, the balance being 
entirely new installations where no pumping 
plants had been installed previously. Due to 
the large amount of business it is necessary to 
add two trucks to our line construction crews 
during the month, making a total of five crews 
working on new business alone. 

The new Kingsburg substation is under con- 
struction and the 3-0 line connecting the substa- 
tion to Selma, a distance of eight miles, is being 
built. Another line will be built from the sub- 
station to connect with the Parlier and Reedley 
line. 

It is interesting to note that the servicemen 
in the Selma district handled 679 different tags 
during the month, covering complaints, seals 
and unseals of meters and set meters, etc., and 
travelled 5,274 miles. Eighty-five new serv- 
ices were run by the servicemen during the 
month. 

On the whole conditions are steadily improv- 
ing and if the present business condition is any 
indication for the rest of the year we will 
experience the best year in the history of the 
Selma District. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 


Tuos Hancock, District Manager. 


Business generally in the Los Banos District 
has been good during the month of March, and 
every one is very optimistic with regard to the 
future of the West Side. New agricultural 
projects are opening up. Of 6,000 acres to be 
planted to cotton, more than 4,000 acres are 
plowed and ready for seed. There will also 
be a number of small acreages planted. 

Around Dos Palos and Los Banos about 500 
acres have been signed up for cantaloupes. 
About 80 acres is going into asparagus, and a 
small acreage into tomatoes. In previous years 
our endeavors were mostly confined to the dairy 
business, which is also making big strides 
towards more profitable herds. Another unit 
in the cow testing association will be organized 
soon. 

In addition to the diversity crops mentioned, 
there will also be small acreages going into 
beans, garlic, and other vegetable crops in the 
territory around Gustine. 

During the month of March we built lines to 
serve a number of agricultural consumers. 
The Simon Newman Company of Newman has 
developed an 1,800 G. P. M. well on their prop- 
erty two miles west of Gustine, and we have 
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built 1,248 feet of primary line to serve them 
for a 60-horsepower motor. In the same terri- 
tory we also extended our lines to serve J. P. 
Gomes, one mile west of Gustine with a 
20-horsepower motor. ‘This motor is replacing 
a 25 horsepower gas engine. We also built 
1,000 feet of line to serve T. L. Baldwin with 
a 30-horsepower motor four miles southwest of 
Los Banos, and also served W. M. Roberts for 
a 20-horsepower motor, five miles southwest 
of Los Banos. 

At Santa Nella, 1014 miles northwest of Los 
Banos, we built a short extension to serve Mrs. 
Nora Egenhoff for a 35-horsepower motor. In 
addition we also constructed 4,611 feet of line 
to serve the City of Firebaugh with 13-horse- 
power motor at new sewerage plant. 

We have taken on a considerable heating and 
cooking load. In the city of Gustine we served 
D. E. Hales with a 6-kilowatt range and 3-kilo- 
watt water heater; L. P. Taglio with 7-kilowatt 
range and 5-kilowatt water heater, California 
Milk Products Corporation with 2.3 kilowatts 
in their testing laboratory. In the suburban 
territory around Gustine we served J. M. 
Soares with 7-kilowatt range and 5-kilowatt 
water heater; J. M. Silva with 8-kilowatt 
range and 5-kilowatt water heater; M. M. 
Reis with 8-kilowatt range and _ 5-kilowatt 
water heater, and W. Pfitzer with 3-kilowatt 
water heater. 

In the Dos Palos territory we served W. M. 
Starling with 6.5-kilowatt range and 5-kilowatt 
water heater, and G. Tambellini with lights 
and 5-kilowatt water heater. 


MADERA DISTRICT 


J. E. Barrett, District Manager 


The month of March has brought about a 
very optimistic condition in the Madera district. 
The abundant rainfall practically assures a 
very good grain crop and farmers who have 
had idle land waiting development are plan- 
ning to go on .with the development work. 
This of course means increased business for us. 

Cotton continues active. The cotton oil mill 
at Chowchilla has been started, wells have been 
dug and are now pumping, a spur track has 
been built on the property, and considerable 
grading work has been done. The mill will 
be ready for operation by the time this year's 
crop is ready. 

New business actually connected during 
March includes 15 lighting consumers, five 
heating and cooking consumers calling for a 
load of 54 kilowatts, 36 agricultural consumers 
with a connected load of 48742 horsepower. In 
addition the City of Madera was served with 
40 horsepower for the city water works. Appli- 
cations were signed during the month for 800 
horsepower in agricultural power, 10 horse- 
power industrial, 77.3 kilowatts in heating and 
cooking load. Nineteen lighting consumers 
made application. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


HAZEN G. REDFERN, District Manager. 


The month of March was very promising 
from a new business standpoint and established 
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a record in the district for the same month of 
the preceding years. 

During this month we closed 450 horsepower 
in agricultural motors, 1275 horsepower indus- 
trial power, 16 light customers and 22% kilo- 
watts of cooking and heating load. 

The increased production of citrus fruits 
in the Orange Cove section has made it neces- 
sary for the Orange Cove Citrus Association 
to increase the capacity of their plant to six 
carloads per day. New machinery is being 
installed throughout, modern washing and 
drying equipment is being added and the plant 
remodeled. 

The production of oranges in this section 
strikingly illustrates the various uses of elec- 
tricity as applied to the citrus industry. 

The groves are irrigated with water which 
is pumped by electrically driven pumps. The 
fruit is cured in electrically heated sweat rooms. 
It is conveyed from the sweat rooms to the 
packing rooms on electrically driven conyevors 
and all washing, drying, grading and sorting 
machinery is driven by electric motors, while 
the ice used in cooling is electrically produced. 

The Orange Cove district is gaining prom- 
inence as an industrial center. Two pump 
manufacturing concerns are now in full opera- 
tion and are unable to keep up their produc- 
tion with the demand. The Noel Pump and 
Manufacturing Company, Inc, specializes on 
pressure systems using a pump which has been 
designed by them. One of the features of this 
pump is its automatic packing gland. 

The Sierra Machine Company has designed 
a plunger pump that has met with great suc- 
cess. This pump is constructed largely from 
Fordson and Ford parts which enables the 
user to secure replacements with ease and at a 
nominal cost. 

Recent rains have proven very beneficial to 
vineyardists and have assured grain farmers 
a good crop. 

The Santa Fe Railroad Company is com- 
pleting a large industrial site in the city of 
Reedley. This site will be utilized by fruit 
packing houses, a number of which are to be 
constructed before the season opens. 

The planting of mint on a large scale is con- 
templated in the vicinity of Orange Cove this 
season. An experienced mint grower from 
Oregon has pronounced the Orange Cove sec- 
tion as especially adapted to mint culture. He 
has purchased 120 acres in that locality and 
will plant it to mint this season. 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT 


E. G. Sraur, District Manager. 


During the month of March, we secured 
42 kilowatts in cooking, heating and lighting 
business, and 30743 horsepower in pumping 
plants. Some of the larger users are F. F. 
Matenaers, Kerman, 124 kilowatts; Tony 
Avila, Mendota, 12 kilowatts; James Irrigation 
District, San Joaquin, 60 horsepower; Wylie 
M. Giffen, Mendota, 75 horsepower; and Wake- 
ham and McGuire, Mendota, 60 horsepower. 

Of the smaller installations, four pumping 
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plants, totaling 40 horsepower, were replace- 
ments of gas engines. 

An increase of 100 per cent in the cotton 
acreage this year, brings the total amount in 
this district to nearly 15,000 acres. To handle 
this crop, two additional five-stand gins will 
be installed, making four gins in the district. 

The irrigated grain is looking better for this 
season of the year than it has at any time since 
1922. Prospects are excellent for a bumper 
crop. 

Two new oil wells are being drilled by the 
Associated Oil Company, in the new oil field 
east of San Joaquin. Many visitors have come 
to this field recently and practically every acre 
of ground within miles is already under lease. 

The Tranquillity Irrigation District has sub- 
mitted a plan to the state engineer for drilling 
18 wells to supply additional water for its 
district. Five hundred and forty horsepower 
will be required for these wells. 

Every available acre of land that is leveled 
and upon which a dependable supply of irriga- 
tion water is available is being planted this 
year in this district. At least 6,000 acres of 
land is being brought under cultivation for the 
first time this year. Fifteen thousand acres of 
cotton will be planted and plans have been 
made for the installation of at least two addi- 
tional gins; one to be located at Helm and one 
at Mendota; making a total of four gins in the 
district. There is also an unusually large acre- 
age of grain which is doing fine for this time 
of the year. 

There has been a very marked activity in 
land sales on the Fitz-Williams Ranch and also 
on the James Rauch this year. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT 


FRED C. CARROLL, District Manager. 


The following business has been connected to 
our lines in this district during the month of 
March: 

M. J. Bettencourt, 7/5 horsepower; O. G. 
Gordon, 25 horsepower; J. L. Morgan, 35 horse- 
power; J. J. Braga, 7% horsepower; A. J. 
Sherman, increase from 5 to 15 horsepower; 
D. H. Dukes, increase from 3 to 5 horsepower; 
Lake View Creamery, 25 horsepower addi- 
tional; Kenneth Battelle, 10 horsepower; Per- 
kins and Yoder, 71/5 horsepower; B. G. D. 
Company, 20 horsepower; O'Hara & Kanst, 
25 horsepower additional; B. G. D. Company, 
increase from 10 to 15 horsepower; B. G. D. 
Companv, increase from 15 to 20 horsepower; 
Corcoran lrrigation District, 15 horsepower; 
L. A. Hansen, 74 horsepower; F. R. Hight, 
74 horsepower; Nis Hansen, 3 horsepower 
and 5 horsepower; Carlock and Carlock, 
increase from 5 to 714 horsepower; C. F. Johns, 
increase from 5 to 715 horsepower; C. F. Johns, 
10 and 743 horsepower; F. S. Arsenio and Sons, 
increase 30 to 40 horsepower; Earl McKee, 
increase from 25 to 50 horsepower; Earl Mc- 
Kee, increase from 15 to 40 horsepower; Nis 
Hansen, 4/5 horsepower; Max Lovelace, 40 
horsepower; Lemoore Union High School, 
1534 horsepower. 

We have also connected the following heat- 
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ing and cooking load: J. P. Ashby, 6.5 kilo- 
watt range; E. D. Shields, 5.5 kilowatt range; 
L. S. Randolph, 7.5 kilowatt range; Lemoore 
Union High School, 64 kilowatts in ranges; 
E. Sedelmeier, 3 kilowatt water heater; R. E. 
Shore, 9 kilowatt range; Bert J. Squires, 6.5 
kilowatt range; H. V. Howes, 6.5 kilowatt 
range. 

In addition to the above, we have connected 
on five new lighting consumers during the 
month. 

During March, we received fifty-six applica- 
tions for power totaling 584 horsepower and 
seven applications for ranges totaling 52 kilo- 
watts. 

The lettuce crop in this district is looking 
fine and the growers are anticipating a good 
yield of high grade lettuce. 

We have three crews busy constructing lines 
to serve pumping plants in new cotton and 
alfalfa acreages. In addition we are replacing 
a number of gas engines with electric power. 


TAFT DISTRICT 


O. A. Kommers, District Manager. 


Service extension has been run to serve one 


5-horsepower motor 
for E. Dustin on sec- 
nd tion 22-31-24. This 
Is used in connection 
with a water well. 

Ninneman & Horse- 
man at Tupman have 
installed one 71- 
horsepower motor for 
their ice machine. 
There has been con- 
siderable building ac- 
tivity at Tupman 
lately and the pros- 
pect for new consum- 
ers is good. 

A special crew of 
three men have been 
trained to take care 
of the hot tap work 
in this district. Paul 
King is in charge, 
assisted by G. W. 
Berryhill and Billy 

This will be 


Ames. 


Hot tap work is of special importance in the Taft 
district where -even very short interruptions mean a 


heavy loss in time and money. Paul King, G. 
Berryhill and Billy Ames comprise the Taft crew, 
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a big factor in rendering continuous San Joa- 
quin service. It has been especially difficult 
in the past to shut down to make connections 
and repairs because in certain localities in the 
oilfields shutting down wells for even a period 
of fifteen minutes causes them to sand up. 
This means loss of time and expense in putting 
them in shape again. In view of conditions of 
this kind it will be seen that a tremendous | 
amount of time and expense is saved with 
continuous service. 

Associated Oil Company at Reward is install- 
ing 42 additional 15/30-horsepower pumping 
motors, also four 20- and four 10-horsepower 
motors for line pumps. The company already 
has 32 pumping motors in operation. The 
Associated has made a complete study of com- 
parative costs of steam, gas engine and electric 
drive motors, finding the electric motor by far 
the most economical. 

The Union Oil Company has installed on 
section 32-31-23 a 50-horsepower motor for line 
pumps and two 15/30-horsepower pumping 
motors. A 50-horsepower line pump motor was 
installed on section 34-31-23 and one 15/30 
pumping motor on section 26-30-24. 

The Belridge Oil Company on section 
§-11-24 has put into operation an electric 
rotary drilling outfit, the first of its kind in 
the Midway District. Electric equipment con- 
sists of one 75-horsepower motor for the draw 
works and one 50-horsepower motor for the 
mud pumps. This well is located about three 
miles from the proven fields northwest of 
Maricopa. 

The Atlas Oil Company have signed up 220 
horsepower to be used in connection with a 
Hill Drive automatic rotary. This well is 
located in the Maricopa Flats on section 
30-11-23. Two 75-horsepower motors will be 
used on the draw works and two 35-horse- 
power motors on the mud pumps. 

We consider these two installations a very 
favorable boost for electrical drilling. Other 
complete electric rotary outfits will doubtless 
be installed in the near future. Installations 
of this kind have proved entirely satisfactory 
in operation as well as in cost as compared 
with steam. 


Due to the big increase of business in the 
Elk Hills and district north of Buena Vista 


Ridge it is necessary to extend 1214 miles of 


60-kilowatt line and to erect a new substation. 
The Elk Hills District to date has been served 
both by the Midway Substation and Midway 
Steam Plant. The new substation will be 
located on section 15-31-24 and will be of the 
automatic type, with outdoor switching equip- 
ment. This substation will take care of the 
load for a radius of six miles north of Buena 
Vista Ridge. All material for the line and 
substation has been ordered and construction 
work will start immediately. 

During the month of March, 1250 horse- 
power in new business has been signed up. 
Eighty-one new lighting consumers have been 
added. For the first three months of this year 
270 new lighting consumers and 1505 horse- 
power have been added. 

During 1924 the earnings in 
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increased 25 per cent over the gross earnings 
of the year 1923. For the year 1925 we esti- 
mate an increase of 23 per cent over 1924. 
During the first quarter of this year we have 
made an increase of thirty per cent over the 
same period last year. We expect big increases 
in service to the Standard Oil Company, Gen- 
eral Petroleum Corporation and the Pan-Amer- 
ican Petroleum Company. 


FRESNO CITY WATER CORP. 


Marie WorrE, Reporter. 


Fresno City Water Corporation has completed 
the development of a new well located at Olive 
and Eleventh Street, to be known as Station 
No. 24. This well has proven to be one of the 
best on the system. When connected up, it will 
add materially to the water supply in the north- 
east section of the city. In connection with the 
new well, there will be about 4,500 feet of new 
10-inch main laid in Olive Avenue connecting 
up all cross laterals from North First to North 
Eleventh Streets. 

“Captain” C. H. Weekes of the Fresno 
County Chamber of Commerce drive was high 
man in membership and collections for the first 
five days of the drive, taking second place on 
the sixth day. Anyway “Cap” has a beautiful 
silver loving cup to show for his efforts. 

It is with great sorrow that we report the 
death of John L. Greer, father of Miss Ruth 
Greer. Our sympathy is extended to Miss 
Greer and her family. 

C. B. Jackson, superintendent of the Fresno 
City Water Company, is rolling in wealth this 
year as a result of the heavy crop of Valencia 
oranges he is harvesting from his 5-acre grove 
near Lindsay. He reports that he expects to 
pick 3,000 boxes this year, the trees averaging 
13 boxes to the tree. The limb shown in the 
picture bore 12 oranges and the tree from which 
it was taken yielded 16 boxes. The grove is 
fifteen years old and grew from specially 
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C. B. Jackson of the Fresno City Water Corporation 
is very proud of this representative branch of oranges 
picked from his grove near Lindsay. 


SAN JOAQUIN Power MAGAZINE 


selected stock. Careful irrigation, pruning and 
fertilization are the factors Mr. Jackson attri- 
butes to his remarkable yield. 

H. P. Reinoehl, draftsman in the Water Com- 
pany office for the past three years, resigned 
March 1, leaving for Palo Alto where he will 
enter the employ of a construction company. 
H. A. (Buck) Harris, Jr. of Fowler has taken 
Mr. Reinoehl’s place. 


CARD OF THANKS 
We wish to express our sincere appreciation 
of the many kind acts and expressions of sym- 
pathy during our bereavement in the loss of 
our son; also for the many beautiful floral 
offerings from his friends and associates. 
Mr. AND Mrs. L. P. MITCHELL. 


LIGHTING CONTEST PRIZE 
WINNERS ARE ANNOUNCED 
Prize winners in the Home Lighting Contest 
conducted by San Joaquin Power and the Mid- 
land Counties Public Service Corporation are 
as follows: 


H. N. Carroll, Fresno 99% $25 
M. P. Lohse, Fresno 98 70 15 
Genieveve Sawyers, Fresno 92% 10 
Pauline Sims, Fresno 91% 5 
Gladys Moffatt, Fresno 90% 5 


Edna Bray, San Luis Obispo 89% 5 

Beatrice Olden, Paso Robles 87% 2 

These primers have been forwarded to the 
National Electric Light Association to compete 
in the national contest for prizes of $500, $300 
and $200. 

Honorable mention was given to A. E. Ford, 
Santa Maria; Al J. Moore, Dinuba; S. F. Platt, 
San Luis Obispo; W. L. Henderson, Selma; 
Cleo Thomas, Fresno; Edna Tudor, Santa 
Maria and S. E. Bretherton, Jr., Santa Maria. 

The judges in the local contest were G. W. 
Rankin of the California Electrical Bureau, 
H. H. Courtright of the Valley Electrical Sup- 
ply Company, and J. U. Berry, Valley Elec- 
trical Supply Company. 


A message to those who are helping to make 
this business a success. 


It is well to keep 
forever in mind, 
when serving the 
that while 
are 


public, 
few perhaps, 
open to conviction, 
the majority is open 
to persuasion. 


A. EMORY WISHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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A CutTTING REPLY 

Mrs. Robert Katz was looking for her 
husband, and not finding him at the village 
grocer, she went over to the barber shop. 
The proprietor met her at the door and 
inquired what she wanted. 

"Bob Katz here?” she asked. 

"No, madam, we do not," replied the 
barber as he closed the door. 


HONEST SALESGIRL - 
"How do you sell those apples, little 
girl?" asked the tourist of the farmer's 
child. 


"Well," replied the girl, "We puts the 
big ones on top." 


Hap No Time 


Little Mildred came into the house 
bedraggled and weeping. "My goodness," 
cried her mother. "What a sight you are! 
How did it happen?" 

"[ am sorry, mamma, but I fell into a 
mud puddle." 

"What! With your best dress on?" 

““Y-y-yess. I didn’t have time to change 
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Invention of the harp was an accident, 
we read. On the other hand, the bagpipe 
came as an inspiration to a Scotch High- 
lander who accidentally stepped on the cat, 
according to Punch. 


Poor Fish (after breathless minute): 
“Dearest, am I the first man that ever held 
you in his arms?" 

Fair One: "Yes, of course! Why do 
' you men always ask that the first thing?" 


First Steno: "The idea of your work- 
ing steady eight hours a day! I would 
not think of such a thing!" 

Second Steno: "Neither would I. It 
was the boss that thought of that." 


DUMB 
“What do you do when you are kissed ?” 
“I yell.” 
“Would you yell if I kissed you?” 
“No, I’m still hoarse from last night.” 


Cirv-WisE 
Two town-bred urchins went into the 
country and one came across a lot of old 
condensed milk cans in the corner of a 
field. 


"Here, Jack," said the discoverer, "come 


here! I've found a cow’s nest." 
Dip THE WORK 
Doctor: "Did that medicine straighten 


your husband out all right?” 
Wife: "Yes, we buried him this morn- 


ing. 


BRUTE! 

Wife: “Judging by this article on elec- 
tricity very soon we'll get all we want by 
just touching a button." 

Hubby: “You'll never get anything 
that way, because you never touch a but- 


ton. Look at my shirt." 
Ask DaAp—Hz Knows 
Son: "Daddy, why do people call men 
‘poor fish' ?" 
Dad: "Because most of them fall for 


a bright rag and a bunch of feathers." 


'The Foreman: "Send in young Clancy; 
I saw him smoking on a load of powder a 
while ago, and I'm going to fire him." 


Rafferty: "Here's a part of his hat."— 
American Legion Weekly. 
DEFINED 
Professor (in an engineering class): 
"What's a dry dock?" 
Student: "A physician who won't give 


out prescriptions." 


Fresno Power Club Frolics Before Footlights 


Melange of Specialty Acts, Pretty Girls and Comedy Draws Crowd of 
1,800 at Fresno High School Auditorium. 


HE fourth annual Revue and Stage 
Frolic of the Fresno San Joaquin 
Power Club, given April 4 at the 
Fresno High School Auditorium, was a 
huge success from every 
angle. Despite a pouring 
rain and attractions else- 
where the attendance was 
almost 1,800. The show 
opened with specialty num- 
bers by Chuck Thode and 
Gerry Parsons in music and 
songs, followed by "Ten 
Minutes with Clog Shoes” 
by Harry Reynolds and 
Elizabeth Randol. 

The Seven Serious San- 
waukeeners in "It's All 
Applesauce" proved a real 
surprise. This one-act skit 
was staged and directed by 
Al C. Joy, who played Dr. 
Andrew Twitters, a bride- 
groom. The acting was all 
good, especially Mr. Joy’s, while Ernest 
Newlin as Rufus, the darkey, and Lillian 
Broeker as Peggy, the housemaid, brought 
forth rounds of laughter by the clever 
handling of their parts. Others in the cast 
were Mabel Foraker, as the bride, Gene 
McClain as the sister, Clint Worden as 
the traveling man and F. V. Boller as the 
town souse. 


“The Jolts and Volts of 1925” was the 
grand finale of the Revue. The curtain 
rose on a scene of rare beauty depicting the 
King of 1925 and his court. The brilliant 
colors of the costumes and the gold setting 
of the court was backed by a fall of silver 
tinsel reflecting the colored foot lights. 
Howard Young made an appreciative king 
who seemed greatly pleased with the beauty 
and entertainment given by his dancing 
girls and the songs and jokes of the ballad- 
ists and jesters. 


The Irish group in “Nancy” was a jolly 
bunch full of the pep of Old Erin, while 
the Hawaiian hula dancers accompanied by 
ukeleles added a touch of the tropics that 
pleased His Majesty greatly, — and the 


audience as well. But the hit of the even- 
ing was the twelve Doodle Bugs in 
"Doodle-de-doo" bringing the entertain- 
ment down to the last minute in song and 


THREE DOODLE BUGS 


Left to right.—Ruth Garretson, Myrtle Flake, Marie Steinhauer. 


jazzy girls. The dancers were all San 
Joaquin Power employees trained by Mrs. 
Polito of the Poltio School of Dancing and 
Dramatic Art.—S. W. Green. 
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New Power Lines Mean 
Progress 


San Joaquin Power plans an expenditure 
of $8,000,000 during 1925 for new and 
larger substations, transmission and dis-. 
tribution lines, and for the first year’s 
development work on the Kings River 
Project. 


You may join the “Pageant of 
Progress” in the San Joaquin 
Valley by becoming a partner in 
San Joaquin Power. 


San Joaquin Power Seven Per Cent 
Prior Preferred Stock E 
$101 per Share Cash ! 

$102 on Time Payments 


Ask Any San Joaquin Power Employee 
—He Owns Some 
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SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT & POWER 
CORPORATION | 


A. G. Wisuon, President 


